RANCH Inc.


POLICY MANUAL

SECTION 2: STAFF
POLICY NUMBER: 2.4
POLICY TITLE:   CODE RED (Catastrophic) FIRE DANGER   

                           RATING

It is the policy of the Regional Association of Neighbourhood and Community Houses (RANCH) Inc. to minimize the risk to RANCH Inc. staff, volunteers and members by eliminating their need to travel through or gather in Fire Danger Rating Districts whilst they are subject to a Code Red (Catastrophic) Fire Danger Rating.

1.0 Definitions

· Cessation of services

The planned approach to closing a service prior to a forecast emergency such as Code Red.

· Code Red
Code Red is the highest rating on the national fire danger rating index. The Fire Services Commissioner has the role of declaring a Code Red, including its application across any of the state’s nine weather districts.

More information on Code Red can be found at: www.cfa.vic.gov.au or www.firecommissioner.vic.gov.au
· Fire Danger Rating 

A prediction of fire behaviour, including how hard it would be to put out a fire once it starts

· Fire Danger Rating Districts 

9 geographic regions in Victoria to which fire danger ratings apply. 

· RANCH Inc. has members in the Northern Country, North Central and Central Fire Danger Rating Districts

· Activity 

Meetings, professional development activities, cluster meetings sanctioned or subsidised by RANCH Inc. or any other RANCH Inc. initiated event.

2.0 RANCH Inc. will not hold any Activity in a Fire Danger Rating District that is subject to a Code Red (Catastrophic) Fire Danger Rating. Activities scheduled to occur in a Fire Danger Rating District that is subject to a Code Red (Catastrophic) Fire Danger Rating will be cancelled or postponed.

3.0 RANCH Inc. members and staff are not to travel through a Fire Danger Rating District that is subject to a Code Red (Catastrophic) Fire Danger Rating for RANCH Inc. activity unless such travel is consistent with their Bushfire Survival Plan.

4.0 Staff will be paid as normal where they are unable or choose not to conduct scheduled work that may expose them to risk as a result of the declaration of a Code Red (Catastrophic) Fire Danger Rating. 


POLICY IMPLEMENTATION:





This policy has been implemented by Procedure/s listed below:





Section 1:  Staff


Procedure No� HYPERLINK "../../Procedures%202016/Staff/2.0%20%20Code%20Red%20Days.doc" ��: 2.0 Code Red (Catastrophic) Fire Danger Rating�
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